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Contributors 
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Alba Zaluar studied for her master’s degree in Social Anthropology first at 

Manchester University and then at the National Museum, Federal University 

of Rio de Janeiro, and her doctorate at the University of São Paulo.  She is 

presently full professor at the State University of Rio de Janeiro where she is 

also visiting professor at the Institute for Social and Political Studies (IESP).  

She is the author of many books and articles on crime, violence and criminal 

justice with special reference to the favelas of Rio de Janeiro.  

Email: amz84@globo.com

Clarice Ehlers Peixoto read for her doctorate in Visual and Social 

Anthropology at the École des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales. She is 

presently professor of anthropology at the State University of Rio de Janeiro. 

Her research interests include ageing, family and visual anthropology.  

Email: cpeixoto@uerj.br

Cristina Pompa is professor of Anthropology at the Federal University of 

São Paulo. She obtained her doctorate in Social Sciences from the University 

of Campinas (2001). Her interests include Anthropology and History of 

Religion, History of Indians in Brazil. She is the author of Religião como 

Tradução. Misionãrios, Tupi e Tapuia no Brasil Colonial.  

Email: pompa@unifesp.br

Daniela Cordovil received her MA and PhD in Social Anthropology from 

the University of  Brasília. She was the winner of the Anthropology and 

Human Rights 2 award in the MA category, with the article “Antropologia 

e Direitos Humanos no Brasil”. She is Assistant Professor at the State 

University of Pará, in the Graduate Program in Religious Science (Belém, 

Brazil). Her main research topics are afro-Brazilian religion, politics and 

gender relations in the Amazon.   

Email: daniela.cordovil@gmail.com
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Emerson Giumbelli, with a doctorate in Social Anthropology from the 

National Museum, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro is Professor in 

the Department of Anthropology and of the Graduate Program in Social 

Anthropology, Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul. He has written exten-

vsively on his research into religiosity.   

Email: emerson.giumbelli@yahoo.com.br

Fabio Mura, who has an MA and PhD in Social Anthropology from the 

National Museum, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, is currently on the 

anthropology faculty of the Federal University of Paraíba.  His research 

focuses on the Kaiowa and Ñandéva indigenous peoples of Mato Grosso do 

Sul and the Tabajara of Paraíba.   

Email: fabiomura64@gmail.com

Fabrício Solagna is working on his Mater’s degree in Sociology at the Federal 

University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS). He is a member of the Associação 

Software Livre.Org (ASL – www.asl.org.br) and organizer of the International 

Forum of Free Software (FISL – www.fisl.org).  He coordinates the Digital 

Office of the Government of the State of Rio Grande do Sul (www.gabinete-

digital.rs.gov.br) and is a member of the National Youth Council in the area of 

Information Technologies.  

Email: magicofuxu@gmail.com

Joana Bahia is Associate Professor at the State University of Rio de Janeiro 

and Associate Researcher at the Interdisciplinary Center  for Migration 

Studies (NIEM) at the Rio de Janeiro Institute for Urban Research and 

Planning (IPPUR / UFRJ).  

Email: joana.bahia@gmail.com

Laura Lowenkron has a doctorate in anthropology from the National 

Museum of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. She holds a research 

position at the Nucleus for the Study of Gender, Pagu, at the State University 

of Campinas. She is currently researching on sexual violence, pedophilia, and 

the trafficking of persons, having published widely on these subjects.  

E-mail: lauralowenkron@uol.com.br
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Letícia Ferreira has a doctorate in anthropology from the National Museum 

of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. She is on the faculty of the School 

of Social Sciences of the Getúlio Vargas Foundation. She researches on the 

disappearance of persons, bureaucracy and documents, and human rights.   

E-mail: leticia.ferreira@fgv.br

Lorenzo Macagno is Professor of Anthropology at the Federal University 

of Paraná, Brazil. He has been conducting fieldwork in Mozambique since 

1996. His main research interests focus on the Portuguese colonial imaginary 

and its consequences, transnational identities, multiculturalism, and dias-

poras in the Lusophone world. He is the author of Outros muçulmanos. Islão e 

narrativas coloniais (2006), Lisbon, Imprensa de Ciências Sociais.  

Email: lorenzomacagno@hotmail.com

Marcia Contins, who has a doctorate in  Comunication and Culture from the  

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) is professor of Anthropology at 

the Graduate Program of Social Science (PPCIS) at State University of Rio de 

Janeiro (UERJ). She is the author of many articles and books on religion and 

the Brazilian Black movement.  

Email:  mcontins@terra.com.br

 Marcos Silva da Silveira, who has a masters and doctorate in Social 

Anthropology from the University of Brasília, is Associate Professor in the 

Department of Anthropology at the Federal University of Paraná. He writes 

about  religious experience and social theory.  

Email: ssilveira@ufpr.br

Marcus Cardoso has a doctorate in Anthropology from the University of 

Brasília, where he is now a member of the faculty with a research scholar-

ship from the National Research Council (CNPq).  He is also a member of 

the Institute for Comparative Studies of Institutional Conflict Management 

(INCT- InEAC). He conducts research on crime and policing in favelas.   

Email:  marcusacardoso@gmail.com

Misia Lins Reesink has a doctorate in Social Anthropology and Ethnology 
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from the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales de Paris, and a mas-

ter’s degree in Anthropology from the Federal University of Pernambuco. She 

is presently on the faculty of the Department of Anthropology and Museum 

Studies at that university, where she is teaching and conducting studies on 

the death and religion, having published a number of articles on those topics.  

Email: emreesink@gmail.com.br

Ondina Fachel Leal, who has a doctorate in Anthropology from the University 

of California, Berkeley and spent a post doctorate period at Harvard Medical 

School is full professor in the Department of Anthropology of the Federal 

University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS).  She coordinated the Ford Foundation’s 

Program in Sexuality and Reproductive Health in its Brazil office. She has pub-

lished widely in the field of sexuality, health and intellectual property.   

Email: ofachelleal@gmail.com

Paula Montero is professor of anthropology at the University of São Paulo 

and President of the Brazilian Center for Analysis and Planning (CEBREAP).  

She has researched and written extensively on religion, especially  Roman 

Catholicism, and culture.  

Email: pmontero@usp.br

Rebeca Hennemann Vergara de Souza who has a master’s degree in 

Sociology from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, teaches 

Anthropology at the State University of Piauí (UESPI).  

Email: sr.keuner@gmail.com

Ruy Llera Blanes is a Spanish anthropologist currently working at the 

University of Bergen (UiB), Norway, as a Postdoctoral Researcher and 

Associated Researcher at the Institute of Social Sciences of the University of 

Lisbon (ICS-UL), Portugal, where he received his PhD. He is also co-Editor of 

the journal Advances in Research: Religion and Society, edited by Berghahn, and 

Associate Editor of the journal HAU – Journal of Ethnographic Theory.  

Email: ruy.blanes@gmail.com

Vagner Gonçalves da Silva teaches in the Anthropology Department of the 

University of São Paulo, where he received his master’s and doctor’s degrees 
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in Social Anthropology. He specializes in research on religion in relation to 

Brazilians of African descent:  Candomblé, Umbanda, Neopentecostalism, 

and religious intolerance. He is also interested in  Afro-Brazilian art and eth-

nographical representation (fieldwork and hypermedia ethnography). He is 

the coordinator of the Study Center for Contemporary Religiosity and Black 

Culture (CERNe).  

Email: vagnergo@usp.br
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